Jones suspended “due to conduct 
detrimental to program.” — Sports, 1C 


For rocket’s debut, SpaceX launching 
car into orbit. — Business, 1D 


In the news 


E Arthur Jones, 70, of Ly- 
ons, Ill., a former leader of 
the American Nazi Party 
who has called the Holo- 
caust “the biggest, blackest 
lie in history, ” is poised to 
become the GOP nominee 
for the state’s 3rd Congres- 
sional District as the only 
Republican candidate in the 
March 20 primary. 


E Alex Garcia, 36, a con- 
struction worker who came 
to the United States from 
Honduras 13 years ago, has 
avoided deportation for the 
past four months by tak- 
ing sanctuary in a United 
Church of Christ church in 
Maplewood, Mo. 


E Ross Geiger of Love- 
land, Ohio, who as a juror 
20 years ago recommend- 
ed a convicted Ohio mur- 
derer be put to death, now 
wants Gov. John Kasich to 
spare the convict through a 
life sentence, saying that he 
and other jurors were mis- 
led during the trial about the 
background of the accused. 


E Lonnie Harrison called 
his wife, Jo, and then police, 
saying he needed “to report 
a stolen house,” when he 
discovered that the cou- 
ple’s one-bedroom cabin 
had been taken from their 
vacation property in Madi- 
sonville, Texas, sometime in 
the past three months. 


E Bayley Grant and Scott 
Osgood, two Maine game 
wardens, helped two hunt- 
ers use a winch attached to 
a tree to pull a cow moose 
out of a spring-fed mudhole 
where it had become mired 
up to its neck with its hind 
legs entangled in roots. 


E Matthew Miller, 29, fac- 
es reckless-driving and oth- 
er counts after police said he 
drove his car into a group 
of people on a sidewalk in 
Miami Beach, Fla., injuring 
five people, including two 
infants who remain hospi- 
talized with skull fractures. 


E Brandon Clevenger, 
24, of Battle Creek, Mich., 
was sentenced to up to 15 
years in prison for driving 
90 mph while distracted by 
his cellphone and killing a 
fire chief en route to another 
wreck last year, Clevenger 
having struck a median wall 
and careened into oncoming 
traffic. 


Hi Steve Roth, a police 
lieutenant in Topeka, Kan., 
said officers at the down- 
town police headquarters 
used a stun gun to subdue a 
homeless man who claimed 
he had a bomb and then 
charged at officers while 
waving a machete after he 
left the building. 


H Nilsa Urena, 25, arrested 
after a credit union robbery 
in Nashville, Tenn., has been 
connected by the FBI to at 
least eight bank robberies in 
Georgia since October do- 
ne by a woman, dubbed the 
“Freedom Fighter Bandit,” 
who tells victims she’s rob- 
bing banks for a cause. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today A slight chance of 
showers in the morning, 
increasing in P y 
the afternoon. 
High 43. 
Tonight 
Showers likely 
tonight. 
Low 36. 
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| Dow off 1,175 points 


in worst day since ’11 


MARLEY JAY 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

NEW YORK — The 
Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age plunged more than 1,100 
points Monday as stocks took 
their worst loss in 6/2 years. 
Two days of steep losses have 
erased the market’s gains 
from the start of this year and 
ended a period of record-set- 
ting calm for stocks. 

Banks fared the worst as 
bond yields and interest rates 
nose-dived. Health care, tech- 
nology and industrial compa- 
nies all took outsize losses, 
and energy companies sank 
with oil prices. 


Watch for more today at 
arkansasonline.com 


POWELL SWORN in as Federal 
Reserve's new chief. Page 1D. 


At its lowest ebb, the Dow 
was down 1,597 points from 
Friday’s close. That came 
during a 15-minute stretch 
where the 30-stock index lost 
700 points and then gained 
them back. 

Market pros have been 
predicting a pullback for 
some time, noting that de- 


clines of 10 percent or more 
are common during bull mar- 
kets. There hasn’t been one 
in two years, and by many 
measures stocks had been 
looking expensive. 

The Dow finished down 
1,175.21 points, or 4.6 percent, 
at 24,345.75. 

The Standard & Poor’s 
500 index, the benchmark 
most professional investors 
and many index funds use, 
skidded 113.19 points, or 4.1 
percent, to 2,648.94. That was 
its biggest loss since August 
2011, when stocks were reel- 
ing as investors were fearful 


See STOCKS, Page 4A 


Turkey’s Erdogan visits Vatican 


AP/ALESSANDRO DI MEO 


Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) meets with Pope Francis on Monday at the Vati- 
can. Erdogan is the first Turkish president to visit the Vatican in nearly six decades. Francis met 
with him during his 2014 trip to Istanbul. 


2 senators tout immigration plan 


Coons, McCain bid quickly met with negative Trump tweet 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Two 
senators introduced a biparti- 
san plan Monday designed to 
settle two of the more press- 
ing parts of the immigration 
debate and let lawmakers 
move on to other issues. 

Sens. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., and Christopher 
Coons, D-Del., formally in- 
troduced a bill that would 
grant permanent legal status 
to illegal aliens known as 


“Dreamers” and start bol- 
stering security along the 
U.S.-Mexico border. But the 
measure would not immedi- 
ately authorize spending the 
$25 billion President Donald 
Trump is seeking to fortify 
the border with new wall and 
fence construction. Some Re- 
publicans are seeking at least 
$30 billion. 

The McCain-Coons plan 
also would grant legal sta- 
tus to the Dreamers — so 
called for the never-enacted 


Dream Act, which sought to 
provide legal status and a 
path to citizenship for illegal 
aliens brought to the U.S. as 
children — and others who 
have been in the country 
since 2013, a larger pool than 
the 1.8 million people Trump 
supports legalizing. 

The bill says nothing 
about curbing family-based 
legal migration or making 
changes to the diversity lot- 
tery program — two other 

See DACA, Page 2A 


Avoid Mueller, 
Trump advised 


Lawyers see interview risks 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Law- 
yers for President Donald 
Trump have advised him 
against sitting down for a 
wide-ranging interview with 
the special counsel, Robert 
Mueller, according to four 
people briefed on the mat- 
ter, raising the prospect of 
a court battle over whether 
the president must answer 
questions under oath. 

His lawyers are con- 
cerned that the president, 
who has a history of con- 
tradicting himself, could be 
charged with lying to inves- 
tigators. Their stance puts 
them at odds with Trump, 


who has said publicly and 
privately that he is eager to 
speak with Mueller as part 
of the investigation into pos- 
sible ties between his asso- 
ciates and Russia’s election 
interference, and whether he 
obstructed justice. 

Trump’s decision about 
whether to speak to prosecu- 
tors, expected in the coming 
weeks, will shape one of the 
most consequential moments 
of the investigation. Refusing 
to sit for an interview opens 
the possibility that Mueller 
will subpoena the president 
to testify before a grand jury, 
setting up a court fight that 
would dramatically escalate 
the investigation. 

See MEMO, Page 4A 


Flu takes 


122 lives, 


sets record in state 


Season deadliest in 17 years of tallying 


ANDY DAVIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The head of the state’s 
Health Department told leg- 
islators Monday that this flu 
season is the deadliest in at 
least 17 years and urged Ar- 
kansans to get vaccinated. 

An additional 28 flu- 
linked deaths were reported 
to the state in the span of 
about seven days, bringing 
the death toll this season 
to 122 as of Monday, which 
made the current flu season 
deadlier than any since 2000, 
when the state began closely 
tracking such deaths. 

That total is likely to rise 
over the next several weeks, 


Arkansas Department of 
Health Director Nate Smith 
told the Legislature’s House 
and Senate public health 
committees in a joint meet- 
ing Monday. 

Typically, he said, two- 
thirds of the deaths from a 
flu season are reported after 
the peak of transmission, a 
point that hadn’t arrived as 
of Monday. 

“This will be by far the 
deadliest flu season we’ve 
had in at least the last two 
decades,” Smith said. 

The deaths as of Mon- 
day included two children 
between age 5 and 18, two 


See FLU, Page 2A 


Oversight hearing keys 
on school district hires 


CYNTHIA HOWELL 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Hiring decisions made in 
the new Jacksonville/North 
Pulaski School District — 
starting with the superinten- 
dent and his top assistants — 
were the focus of testimony 
Monday in a federal court 
hearing on staffing practices 
and facilities. 

U.S. District Judge D. 
Price Marshall Jr. is holding 
the hearing this week in re- 
sponse to the district’s re- 
quest from last fall that it be 
released from further court 
monitoring of its desegrega- 
tion efforts in regard to its 
employment practices. 

District leaders are also 
asking the judge this week 
to minimize his supervision 
of the district’s plans to re- 


place nearly all of its existing 
schools with new campuses 
by the early 2030s, with most 
of the new construction to be 
done by the mid- 2020s. 

The hearing resumes to- 
day at 8:30 a.m. today. 

Attorneys for the class 
of black students known as 
the Joshua intervenors are 
opposing the district’s pro- 
posed release from court su- 
pervision, calling the moves 
“premature” in a district 
that has only been operat- 
ing since July 2016 — when 
it was carved out of the Pu- 
laski County Special School 
District — and has already 
had a complete turnover in 
top leadership jobs. 

As a condition of the de- 
tachment, the Jacksonville/ 

See DISTRICT, Page 4A 


Airstrikes hit Syrian neighborhood 
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First responders search for survivors after airstrikes hit a rebel-held suburb Monday near Da- 
mascus, Syria. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights says waves of airstrikes hit at least 
five neighborhoods in the eastern suburb of Ghouta, the only remaining rebel stronghold near 
the capital. 


Article, 6A 


